


Caveat
• There are MANY wonderful lessons 

and character building traits through 
competition.
• Self-discipline
• Hard work
• Team work
• Humility

• Competition can (and should) bring 
out the best in one’s character.



Who Wants to 
be “Last”?

• No seriously coveted 
awards given for last place.

• You might be teased or 
belittled.



Human Desires…

• To be successful.

• To be victorious.

• To stand out.



The Taste of Victory…

• Fulfills these human desires and creates 
within those who taste success:
• A growing competitive spirit, further 

feeding the desire to succeed or win.
• A potential feeling of superiority in a 

given task, event, sport, etc.



Victory in Christ is 
Upside Down



Jesus sought “losers”
Mark 2:16–17

“And when the scribes and Pharisees saw 
Him eating with the tax collectors and 
sinners, they said to His disciples, “How is it 
that He eats and drinks with tax collectors 
and sinners?” When Jesus heard it, He said 
to them, “Those who are well have no need 
of a physician, but those who are sick. I did 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners, 
to repentance.””



Jesus lived “last”
Mark 10:35-45

“But Jesus called them to Himself and said to 
them, “You know that those who are considered 
rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their great ones exercise authority over them. Yet 
it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires 
to become great among you shall be your servant. 
And whoever of you desires to be first shall be 
slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many.””



Following Christ to Last



The path to “last”

• The natural man looks at Christ as 
upside-down and backwards.

• The broken man is grateful he is sought 
by a loving Savior. 1 Cor. 1:18

• The new man in Christ follows in His 
footsteps.



What it takes to be “last”

• Have a mind of humility. 

• Seek the interest and well being of 
another. Phil. 2:1-4 (vss. 5-9)

• To be “last” you must love. 1 Cor. 13


